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I. Brief Profile of Amber Brown
Amber Brown, the only daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Hutchison was born in Cologne, Germany in 1892. Hutchison was a scientist who fled Germany seeking asylum in the US during the World War I. The family settled in Lewes, Delaware. Amber came into the US as a preteen and despite the immigration status, she was quickly acclimatized to the American way of life. In Lewes, the father sought a teaching job in the Chemical Engineering Department at the University of Delaware. Amber, too, was passionate about learning but unlike his father she was aligned more to arts and desired to pursue studies in gender studies. 
From an early age, Amber had ties to the community, including getting involved in a wide range of volunteer community service especially geared to improving the livelihoods of women and girls. She became an astute young woman well aware of the suffering of womenfolk and displayed good character of genuine involvement. Concerning her traits, she was akin to a clear stream of water flowing down to nourish all without discrimination. She was warm, loving and expressed genuine concern to reach and support others. These traits are selected to reflect an individual with ties to her community and would go an extra mile to ensure their needs are met. 
II. Major Historical Conflict
[bookmark: _GoBack]By late 1929, around October, the news of the collapse of the stock market filled televisions, radios and the print media. The nation was shocked and great turmoil took over. It was reported that millions of investor funds had been wiped out and it would have direct and adverse impacts on incomes and household spending. In the south, the days and weeks following this news saw companies issuing letters notifying staff layoffs. Within three weeks, the effects of unemployment was clearly visible and many people lost their jobs. Amber’s father, now working at a private research facility was send on indefinite unpaid leave. Her mother was still teaching at local elementary school. Amber herself had completed college and was attached at a local non-profit center that supported children with special disabilities and women from poor, marginalized areas seeking jobs. Donor funding dried up at the company and it became very hard to meet bills and other monetary obligations. Ironically, it was this time that hundreds of people flocked to the center in need of help, including basis necessities like food, shelter and clothing. Many were unable to foot the rental expenses and had been thrown out. In Dover and Lewes, people would frequently flock to the local town hall hoping for any sign of reprieve from local leaders. Notable personalities such as Mayor James Keenan tried to emphasize with the people but was a national crisis and no local strategies proved meaningful. However, notable moves included encouraging the fishing communities to sell all the fish locally to ensure lower pricing and better food security. 
Further on, in the years following the great depression, things turned to the worse. In Delaware, regional media reported that about ten thousand people would remain chronically unemployed. Many sectors were shuttered and even companies operated on bare minimum. Small and medium enterprises collapses to the weight of economic depression and business culture was altered (Foner, 2020). Through the years, by 1931, the numbers of persons affected by the phenomenon increased dramatically. Amber, who worked closely with the community witnessed first-hand the impacts of these hard economic times. Hunger, poverty, homelessness and utter desperation hit the communities. The impacts were more uneven low socio-economic households where people critically depended on jobs to support their livelihoods. Due to low production, consumer goods became so scarce that some drug stores in Dover strictly required doctor’s prescription to purchase any drugs.
In the Delaware, the formerly industrious towns now became less busy, only filled with lots of job seekers chasing too few job opportunities. Now, with unemployment skyrocketing, the purchasing power was greatly harmed. Among a section of the young population, crime rates increased including sexual crimes such as rape and other forms of sexual assaults. In extreme cases, Amber witnessed girls from poor households trading their bodies for basic necessities such as food and sanitary pads. Even those households previously categorized as middle income crumbled and people lacked basic necessities. This period of economic depression widened the gaps in the socio-economic status where the affluent households enjoyed fairly better conditions while the poor starved, with less to feed, clothe and take care of their needs. While working with her organization, Amber saw many affluent supporter shut their doors to support the center due to the general uncertainty on when the economic conditions would improve. Foner (2020) attests that vulnerable groups such as working women were more disadvantaged in the great depression and equality became more elusive. 
III. Historical issue in the primary source document
The two main primary documents relevant for this analysis concerns the issue of women activism during the great depression.  The first is a picture of Molly West, a political organizer and trade unionist (as shown below). 





Figure 1: Activist Molly West talks to workers, 1934.[image: ]
Source: Loyola University Archives (2020). Retrieved on 23 November 2020 from https://womenandlaborthestoryofmolliewest.wordpress.com/early-activism/women-in-unions/

At the height of the great depression women were segregated workers, hired last and first to be fired. Despite the employment sector being harsh due to job scarcity during these years, they were also biased against women. Most women were denied jobs and urged to stay at home in favor of male employees. The rise of women trade unionist such as Molly West helped fifth for rights of women to secure and keep their employment. Molly had conviction from early age to political organization and fighting for human rights, including helping organize student strike at Marshall High School. The purpose of the document is to offer an in-depth refection about gendered disparities in seeking employment the boldness of some organizers such as Molly West to fight for a space where women were barred from many jobs on their basis of their gender. 
Another primary document is a written account about Molly West as she talks about growing up, her studies, activism and family life. As a young activist she recalls; “I was so busy I guess I just didn't fight, and I was one of the big-mouthed activists who was recognized. If there was a strike anywhere in the city I was there" (Levinsohn, 1993).  Such words detail her enthusiasm to go out and fight for equality in employment. She also recalls her speech at JPI roof as she addressed workers where “she was chilled by the horror [of the Memorial Day Massacre] and was able to express it” (Levinsohn, 1993).  She also talks about incitement where her women activism was misinterpreted as inciting women against their husbands since women were expected to lie low and be submissive. In relation to Amber Brown, the fiction character, such a boldness and aggressiveness to fight for women would echo well with her. It is about stepping forward to identify and help those underprivileged, despite how she were thought or said about. The views in the primary documents would be reinforced by Amber who was also selfless and desired to improve the conditions of the vulnerable in society. 
IV. Historically relevant Ethical Dilemma
The main choice that Amber is struggling with as it regards to the historical conflict is that gender activism is frowned upon by the mainstream society. On one hand, Amber feels motivated to reach out and help women in society especially those affected by job loss. It involves attending strikes and other women initiatives putting pressure on employers to consider hiring women. Amber also has concern for vulnerable children especially those of single woman whose needs are jeopardy due to economic depression that has pushed so many people out of employment. On the other hand, having women fight for employment rights and other rights does not echo well to society. Women such as Amber are perceived as too aggressive and even pushing for revolts within families. As per the status quo, women are supposed to be submissive and men’s need in seeking employment supersede those of females. For activist women such as Amber, this is a tough moral space to negotiate. Even some of husbands whose women Amber is trying to fight for are unsure of how to treat her. Such men assume that Amber is entirely on a new course to elevate women’s position and that would challenge their social position with respect to the men. 
V. Amber’s Response to the Moral Dilemma
Amber decides to overlook the harsh societal judgment about being a woman who is relentless and selfless to elevate the status of fellow women. For Amber, the duty to fight for women’s rights and other vulnerable persons is driven by a passion. It is a passion that is God-given and she believes in going to the greatest extent to ensure that her efforts help touch lives. Despite coming from a rather middle class family where both her parents have had a privilege to work and meet her needs, she has seen suffering around her both from Nazi Germany and new home in Lewes. She is well aware that in her quest to help the women and other vulnerable persons in society, there will be lots of barriers including ridicule, abuses, and physical abused and even arrested. Yet, her will is strong and unshaken for she believes rightly that her cause will make the world a better place. From her studies and experiences, amber is well aware that social justice does not come by itself but through pushing doors to open. That is why she perceived social marginalization as a disease deeply embedded on social beliefs and despite the discouragements, Amber fights for better times, especially for people like women who are often push to the fringe for being regarded weak and voiceless. 


VI. Amber’s Understanding of Self & her Worldview
Ideally, Amber has had a straightforward upbringing where she was encouraged to pursue her path with will and conviction. The concept of self is about selflessness and making an impact to help others. She remembers lessons from her grandmother and her mother to be a bold woman, daring and always going for what her heart needs. As mentioned before, amber grew up with ties to the community around her. The ills and suffering prompted her to volunteer service and activism. Based on this, she expresses a strong determination to invest her time and effort to help people who are underrepresented and given less voice in society. During the great depression, the conditions worsen and in the employment arena, the strong seem to overpower the week. Her participation in strikes, women empowerment initiatives and other platforms amplify her worldview of reaching out to help others. Amid the harshness of economic conditions, she saw the relevance to put her skills and expertise at work to help those deeply affected. At her NGO center, for instance, the monetary gains of her work were minimal and sometimes non-existence. Nonetheless, she derived much pride in helping a woman get a job or find income to support her children and family. From her personal belief, the quest to improve society is about one woman/child/family at a time and it motivated her all the time. 
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